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T HEE

A Monsieur le Directeur [ ' gsm‘“
: ,
des Musees Royaux

Rruxelles.

Monsieur,
Le tableau "Arent de Gelder" ne se prete pas a la photographie.
gomme vous verez par l'epreuve, que vous le fais envoyer aujourd'huiv
Sous ces ¢conditions, 1a meilleur chose a falre,'me parait de

- = A
vous expedier le tablesu meme.

Je 1'ai fait mettre dans une petite caisse,(éans le cadre, qui

n'a pas de valeur} et sans doute, vous le recevrez lundi ou mardi
/

prochain.

Le prix est de £IBO = - = - = - - - =2 - - ~ —Zﬁﬁofrancs.

g a2l paye le port.

y
Veuillez agreer, monsieur, l'assurance de mes sentiments les plus

distingues. \/Q/M %- \/%ﬁ‘iﬂ &"2{()

—
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS,HEVMASSOL], LOND AN’
TELEPHONE 223 MaAvYFaIR

UNDER

Royal Patronage

ET ERACRISTRER
' o amﬁ@b&

A Monsieur le Directeur o 7 """' Juin 8.1905.

W"W*‘”"“WT’BO New: Bond Sfreet W

, F/,-‘l'
des Musees Royaux Sous low” ’_M,-- g

-
Rruxelles. /

Monsieur,
Seriez—vousrpeut-etre,acquereurs d'un tableau "La Destruction

de Sodom " peint par "Arent de Gelder®

Je 1'ai fait expertiser de plusisurs des plus grands expertis d
Londres, qui agreent avec moi, que c¢'est un chef d'oeuvre du majitre,
7
Je suis touty prepare a vous le faire expedier a vue.

74
Veuillez agreer, cher Monsieur, l'assurance de mes seniiments
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS, HEXMASSOLI,LONDON
UNDER

TELEPHONE 323 MAYFAIR.
“Royal Paftronage. e

& 7 aéiﬁm 180, New Bond Street W
{90 |

A Monsieur le Directeur

a /l//é)//z/u ; Mai Z0.1905.
/7 B 1@ Wb E
des Musees Royaux

\ U/

/
| Bruxelles.

Monsieur,

Je regrette devoir vous dire, que le proprietaire du tableau
’
"Rubens" a refuse de le faire expedier hors du pays

. Ainsi, c'est
——— T —
e z
une affaire manguee.

Par cette meme poste, je vous fais envoyer le photo d'un tablean

*Interieur d'eglise" par "Van Bassen nmpersonnage# par "Rembrandt'
e
Ce tableau est a moi

T

et si vous jugez bien de vouloir 1'examiner
je suis tout pret a vous le faire envoyer

Esperant le plaisir de vous lire au plustot possible, Je Vvous
_prie Monsieur,

de vouloir agreer 1l'assurance de mes gentimentis les
s
plus devoues.

ﬁ Fratg M,;@‘_ “@
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS, HEYMASSOLI,LONDON
TELEPHONE 323 MAYFAIR.

UNDER

[ G ar =
Royal Paironage 180, NewBond Street

A Monsieur le Directeur Aprilt 135.1905,
/ ¥
des Musees Royvaux
Bruxeiies.

Cher Monsieur,

Un elient vient aujourd'hmi de me proposer un tableau dont

2 : e ; £ o
l'hlstﬂzre{cl ineiusydeit interesser votre rusee, et par cette mere
¥

poste, je vous fais enveyer, la photographie.

(‘ﬁQAfia !%mvéﬁﬁ; iz;;lé*?4;)

Meintenant, si vous croyez vouloir examiner la peinture elle-

7
Ls prix demands, est de £3000.

méﬁe, je suis d'avis que mon c¢lient serait tout disgﬂsé’a m'accorder
g8 permission de vous ls Taire expedier, & Vue.

En sttendant la plaigir de vous lire, je vous prie, monsisur,
de vouloir agre;r 1'asgurgnce de mes sentiments les plus d&voue;.

7

e 4
[} ~
4 -11“,2 &7

Veuillez =.v.p. me faire renvoyer ia photographie




JUDGEMENT OF SOLOMON

An oil-painting on eanvas &bout 52in.long x 36in.high.

by PETER PAUL RUBENS 1577-1640,

The picture belonged before it ecame into my possgesgsion, to an

old Dorgetshire family. The last owner w&s an old lady, some 20 to
90 years old (new dead) from whom I bought it some Tifteen years ago

through a dealer in Weymouth, This old lady stated that the pile-
ture had beeéen in her family more than 200 years. Her father and
grandfather had it, and the latter always praised it as a very
valuable picture, coming from an old master, but ghe eould not say
oy remember, Wwho the painter was. She recollected however, that
her grandfather said it was brought over from Antwerp by a relative
of the family, who was a lerchant-Sea-captain. . :

With these faets on hand, and recognisging on the picture Ruben's
wife, who represents the lady praying for the child's life, I addres-
ged myself to the authoritiss of the British Museum, to find out more
about the picturs, Through the kindness and courtesy of the then
Dirvee toy of the print-room, I learned the following facts:-

Mirastliy That the piecture belonged originally to the Town Hall

(Hotei de Ville) of Brussels, and got there lost during the bombard-
ment of Brussels 1695, when the Town Hall was burned down.
Secondly We found that Abraham Galnitzius describes the picture in
1624 in Latin, in one of his volumes, that he saw the pieture hung up
in the Justice-room (Salile de la Justiee) in the Town Fall of Brussels
and gives a full degeription of ik,

Thirdly Guiciardini deseribes the picture likewise about 1631, as
hung up in the Town Hall of Brussels.
Fourthiy We found a very old engraving (Gravures British Museum)
by Boetius a Bolswert (born 1580 in Friesland, died 1633 in Antwerp)
which is an exact copy of the picture in my possession. This engra-
ving is dedicated to two magistrates of Prussels, namely Francois

Van de Be, ammén, (Alderman) of Brussels, and Engiebert de Fay, bougg
mestre (Mayvor) de Bruxelles, whieh to the mind of the British Museum
guthorities, proves also that the pieture must have been in the
possession of the Town Hall of Brussels

Fiftly a SECOND ENGRAVING WAS MADE IN BRUSSELS BE @ARNEL VISSCHER
presumably also in the 17th. century.

Later on, I addressed myself to several influential people in
Brussels, to find out if there are still some documents or dseds
exigting, referrdng to the piecture. Unfortunately, this research
had no results. 1t seems that during the bombardment of Brussels
the Town Hall was completely burnt out, and a great many of the
valuable doeuments and deeds were destroyed.

The picture has been seen and examined by several eminent Art
dealavss as well 2s painters, who have unanimously declared that the
picture is & genuine Rubens.







