


RUBLIC LIBRARY. MUSEUNMS, AND' NATIONAT GALLERY
OF VICTORIA.

Dear Sir,

The Trustees of the National Gallery of
Viotoria have acquired an oil painting, "The Descent from the
gross”, by an unknown artist whom they are desirous df identify-
ing, if posgsible. The picture was purchased locally from the
estate of a gentlemsn who had acquired by 1860 an extehsive
collégtiun of works by old masters, egpecially of the Dutch and
Flemigh schools., I am enclosipg a full degeription of the picture,
and also & photegraph. ,

AT you pould ssgist in any way towards
identifying the pasinter the Trustees would be very grateful. I may
wention that I am also inyoking the sessistance of the Diregtors of the
Antwerp Royal Museum and the London Natiognal Ggllery.

Youprs faithfully,
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RIRECTOR OF THE NATTONAL GALLERY
OF VIOTORIA. :

The Director,
The Royal Museum of Fine Arts,
Rue de la Régence,
Brugssele,
BETL.GIUM,




This picture, which has just been purchaged for the National
{delb urne! was, we believe, brought to Victoria in 18406,
has been in the same huandg until now.
it iu'ywlﬂtuu on panel, & feet 4 inches by £ feet 4 inches, and
ag though it MJy.n;VG been the centrepiece of a triptych.
panel has been planed down (opening up a few worn holes)
quarter of an inch, and then very skilliully laid upon a
wll h;ttenu. , is, apparentiy, on two or three
&

t the frume-work covers up the joins at the back.

-

very good condition - sidghtly yellow froim oil or varnish,

'ow smull oracks and blisters, which are vigible in the

photopgraph.

1

e detuil is wonderfully sanaged in the jewellery and metal work,

e ﬁh;an there is a good deal. Thoe hundsg and feet are the

parte of it. The brocade of 5t. Joseph of Arimathes is a
reaguering 0? pattern andg texture. The landsoape 18 glver

detail, even in the distunc e right hand

presentation, usual to AV century piectures, of the holy sepulehre

with figures.

ite miutory or provenance we ¥now nothing, Th

4 e

kneeling female L£i ure in the Toreground is pale gre:n shot with
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tees of the National Gallery of Vietoria have acquired

Degecont from the Cross”s by an unknown artist whom they

fying, if possible. The pisture wes purchased locally

had sequirved hy‘?ﬁﬁ en extonsive cellecs

mesters, especislly of the Duteh and flemish schools,.

descripiion of the picture, and alsov & phatogranh.

could assist in any way +0mard identifyl tha painter

gratefulse I moy mention that I & voking the

&n%war) Royal iusoun and the London Natio=-

“Yours fa'bnfullv.

The Director
The Royal Museun of Fine Arts,
rue de la Régence,

Brussels -
Belgiun,

{8) L. Bornard Hall

Director of the HNa

tional Gallery of Victoria
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This Picture, which has just been purchased for the National Art Gallery (Melbourne)

was, we believe, brought to Vietoria in 1846, and hes been in the game hands undil

nowe
It ig painted on panel, 3 feet 4 inches by 2 feet 4 inches and looks as though

it mey have been the centrepiece 6f a tripﬁych. The back of the pemel hes been pianad
down (opening up a few worn holes) to about a quarter of an ingh, and then very skil-
fully laid upon a frame-work of small battens. It is, apparently, on two or thee
?anels Joined: but the fram@*WUrk covers up the joins et {he backe It is in very

%ncd condition —shightly yellow from oll or var a1%h3 and with e few small cracke and
blisters, mﬁié% are vigible in thé PHOLOETEDhe

10 detell is wond erfully menagzed in the jewali@rﬁ and metal work. of which

there is o pood deals Tho hands and feet are the poorest parts of it. The brocade of
5t Jbse?h,of Adrimathes i é ﬁ arvellous rendering of pattern and LLXLU?Q& The lanégé
cape is given in great detall, even in the distarnce. Thebrigh% hand céfnar hes &
reprogsentati ion, usual to AV century ¥ of the ﬁély~aey;

of itskﬁiﬁﬁary or rrovenance we know nothinge The dregs

figwre in the foreground %8 vale grean shot with crimson xnﬁ}




