HARVARD UNIVERSITY
FOGG ART MUSEUM
CAMBRIDGE, MASS., U. 8. A.

August 24, 1927

Monsieur Hippolyte Fierens-Gevaert
Conservateur en Chef

Musée Royal des Beaux-Arts de Belgique
Brussels, Belgium

Dear lMonsieur Fierens-Gevaert:

Mr. Alan Burroughs is just starting for London to X-ray a number
of the works of art in the National Gallery. I hope that Mr, Burroughs
will be able to teke X-ray shadowgraphs of some of the Flemish Primitives
in your Museum and the great Ghent Altarpiece after he finishes his work
in London, and I write to ask if it is possible to obtain permission to
do this, Mr, Burroughs' father, Mr, Bryson Burroughs of the Metropolitan
Museum, is making a special study of Van Eyck and is eager to have these
.shadowgraphs taken, Would it be too much trouble for you to write to
Mr, Alan Burroughs in London, Care of the American Express Company, Msin
Office, and tell him whether this will be possible?

The Foég Museum has been actively engaged in the study of the X-raying

of pictures and we have had some very interesting results. I talked with
one of the most eminent X-ray men in the United States who assured me that
there was no possible danger to pictures from X-raying them, Not content
with that, I prepared two sets of panels, the first pair painted in egg
tempera with the colors used by the Italian masters of the 14th and 15th
centuries, the second pair painted in modern o0il colors on canvas. One
panel of each pair was given three hundred thousand times as much exposure
to the X-ray as is necessary for the shadowgraph pictures which we take,
and neither showed the slightest change. 1In the summer of 1926, Mr,
Burroughs X-rayed a number of pictures in the Louvre and the Kaiser Fried-
rich Museum,

We have also X-rayed almost all the pictures in the Fogg Art Museum,
one or two in Mrs, Gardner'!s Museum at Fenway Court, a number in the Boston
Museum, and a large humber in the Metropolitan Museum, the Cleveland Museum,
and the Chicago Museum.

I send on a separate sheet a statement of what we have accomplished.,

Yours sincerely

S drvand

Director
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Bruxellee, le IZ septembre 1927,

Monsieur =t cher Collegue,

" 4 . - P »
J*=1 hien recu la leotire gue vous avez adressce
au noa de mon regratiéd pridécessesur, feu M, Flersns=(Ge=
yaert, Celui=-ci ealh mo nrématurement su mois de déceme
3 . 2 s 1 . § i
bre dernier, sulvyi des regrets de Lous ¢ ux qui s inte=
reanent sarievsement @ux choses artistiques en lelgique,
Je m'intéreane begucoup & l'exsmen des tableaux
ancieng 211 moyen dee rayorns X. J'en al parlé au Congres

chs i . - - I e E3 + L S0 v 1
1ternztionali de .Lq‘l auenre oe I i 0 § tenu o Faris en

un plaiair de recevoir b, Alan Burroughs

de lui faciliier ea bhesogns. Je viens de luil écrérs

dans ce sens a Londres.

v

Veuil les agreer,

Honsieur et cher Collegue,

N . £l v - . ”
1‘@xpreﬁnLun de mas sentiments tros distingués,

Le Conservatsur on chef,

Profesaeur Léo Van Fuyvelde,

W, ¥ooster

Director ot the Foog Art iluseum

Cambridge. ( bass ) U.B.A,




Hruxelles, le L2 septembre 1927,

lionsieur,

Tous venons ds rsecevolir une latire de lonsieur
le Tirecteur cu Fogg Art Museum de vombridge ( Lkossasus
chets ), nous annongant votre arrivee en BEurcpe et nous
prignt d=2 vous vermettre de photographier sux rayons X
guelques uns de nos tablesux.

Personnellement, je m*intéresse beaucoup & 1°
axamen aux ravons & des tsbleauz anciens et js seral heu-
reux 02 voua recevolr et de vous faciliter votre besogne
ay Musée de Bruxelles, Veulllez me failrs connzitre la
date de votrse arrivés,

Guant au grand réteble de 1 Ldoration de 1'hAe
gnemi, gui se irouve o la Cathddrale de Saint-laven &
Gand, il conviendrait gue wvous vous adressiez directement
a llonsisur le Chanoine G. Van den Cheyn, rue du ¥iroir, a
a 2 T‘}d ™

Veuillez agreéer, Honsiaur, l'asesurance de mes
senbiments les plus disbingues.

Lia Conmervateur en chef,

i Monsisur Alan Purroughs

Care of the American Exrrass Company

¥aln Office

London,.
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HARVARD UNLVERSITY
FOGG ART MUSEUM
CAMBRIDGE, MASS., U.S.A.

Avsust 30, 1528,
Prof. Leo van Puyvelde,
Le Conservateur en chef,
Mugees Royaux des Besux-Arts
de Belgigue, Bruxelles, Belgzium,

Dear Sir:

Many thanks for your kind letter of

June 27th and for the Catalogue of Paintings

which you were good enough to send to us., We
are much pleased to receive this volume and
we have placed it in our Library.

Mr. Burroughs joins me in sending re-
gards to you.

Hoping to have the pleasure of meeting
you, I am

Yours sincerely,




HARVARD UNIVERSITY
FOGG ART MUSEUM
CAMBRIDGE, MASS., U.S.A.

M. 1. van Puyvelde
Conservateur en Chef
Muséde Royzl des Beaux Ar
Brussels, Belgium

o+
(5]

Sir:

nteresting X-'rrv 1"*1:1{: of a portrait attribuited To Rubens, T

Dr, Xurt Wehlte of the Dresden-Academy has sent me an
tralt
nt

ey
(&%
-

wish to send him in return X-ray prints of zn authentic porirait
y Van Dyck and an example by Rubens. The Metropolitan Museum
in New York wili zllow me fto send g print which I oblalned from
a Ven Dyck in their cellection, Will g’@h grant me permiggion to
gsend Dr, Wehlte =z print of one of the X-rays I obta;ned in your
sallery year before last? The picture I ghould like him to see
is the Vemus z V@lwﬁ by Rubens, May I send him & print of
the detqs.l headd, which, you may remember, is remarkably
fine znd dramatic? I believe thzat this print will show Dr, Wehlte
r Rubens! technique sppears in the X-ray record, and that the
picture he has X-rayed is of the same period as your painting.

My recollections of work in your Museum are excellent and I
trust that you remember my work favorably.

Yours,sincerely and respectfully




IZ $0ill=st 1828,

Cher Monsieur,

Celz me fait plaisir de recevoir de vos nouvelles.
J%ai 1u aves le plus grand intér8i votre nouvelle étuds sur
les Bayong X ot j'an fait tout mon g?gfif.

Vous pouvez Tranchement céder & M. les Dr Kurt Wehlte
d2 Dresde uns photogruaphie d*aprés notre tablemu " Vénus et
Vnleain ®, d= kubens, Je suis occoups éeﬁudier ce tableay et &
le comparer agvao le"@géeau_ée ce tablesu qul se trouve au ku-
gée de Dmesde. J'a2i constatéd, comme wvous, que lu partie firoite
du tableay est tout & fait authentigue, #e & main de Rubens.
Les doux t8tes de ﬁym?héa, &4 droite, sont certainement 1l°ceus
yre de Rubena, La t8ta do Vénus e=%t repeinte et n'est pas de

Bubene . mais i2 orois gue wvous ditaes gu'en desssus se irouve
4 5 2

1a t8te faite par Rubens. lLe petit personnage qul se trouve a

gauche et touteldspuysbie vers 1z gauche sont ajoutés.
Veuillegz agréer, cher Monsieur, l'expression de mes
sent iments les meilleurs.

Le Conservateur en chaf,

a Monsieur Alan Burrocughe
Harvard University
Fogg Art Lliuseum

Cambridge. Mass. U.S.A,




BRITISH INSTITUTE OF RADIOLOGY INCORPORATED WITH THE RONTGEN SOCIETY.

Pyresident :
G. W. C. KAYE, 0.B.E., M.A., D.SC.

Vice-Presidents:
Sir W. H. BRAGG, K.B.E., F.R.S.

LEONARD A. ROWDEN, 1.5, c.v. FEWEEBERKX BT RERA,
A. E. BARCLAY, M.A,, M.D, HJ@EMBHXWX

Hon. Treasurer:
GEOFFREY PEARCE, Esg.

Hon. Secretaries : Telephone : MAYFAIR 3273.
STANLEY MELVILLE, m.D.
G. SHEARER, M:A., D.5C. Telegraphic Address:

Director: BriTOLOGY, WESDO, LONDON.
JOHN MUIR, 0.B.E., B.SC., M.B., CH.B.

The Nati onal Physical Laboratory,
Teddington, Middlesex.

&rd December 1929,

Prof, L. van Puyvelde,
9, rue du Musde,
BRUSSELS.

Bear Sir,

1t was very kind of you to send me coples of the
photographs for which I asked. We shall hope to reproduce
these in a forthcoming number of the British Journal of
Radiology, of which I shall have pleasure in sending you a
CODPY .

With renewed thanks, believe me,

Yours sincerely,

N

Hon., Editowr.




HARVARD UNIVERSITY
FOGG ART MUSEUM
CAMBRIDGE, MASS., U.S.A.

February 8, 1930

Monsieur L. van Puyvelde
Musée Royal des Beaux Arts
Brussels, Belgium

Dear Monsieur Puyvelde:

Dr. Glieck of Vienna has requested permission
to study X-ray shadowgraphs of paintings by
Van Dyek in your collection. Will you give me
authority to send to Dr. Gliéick prints made from
these X-rays? In doing so I shall make it elear
that the permission is given only for the sake of
study. If Dr. Glfick wishes to publish any of
these X-rays he will have to communicate with you
directly.

Yours very truly,

7
/4
4

Y 9! )
(Mo / @au@y/u
e |

Alan Burroughs .é]




HARVARD UNIVERSITY
FOGG ART MUSEUM
CAMBRIDGE, MASS., U.S.A.

March 12, 1930

Monsieur L., Van Puyvelde
Director

Royal HMuseum

2 Rue du Musee

Brugsels, Belgium

Dear Monsieur Van Puyvelde:

_ As I may have writter to you, Dr. Gluck
of Vienna has requested permission to study
X=ray shadowgraphs of paintings by Van Dyck in
your collection. Will you give me suthority

to send to Dr. Gluck prinis made from these
X=rays? In doing so I shall make it clear that
the permission is given only for the szke of
study., If Dr. Gluck wishes to publish any of
these X-rays he will have to communicate with
you directly.

Yours sincerely,




& 4

’ Qe 2
. Rt 2 4 mars I930.

Cher longiour,

J%c1 bien regu voitre letire du 12 marse Jo vous suis trés reconnais-

sant de ce que vous continuez & demander toujours l'autorigation de pessor

= 4 des gons d*étude les photographies feites iols
Je ne vois sucune ohjection & faire su sujet de la commmication de
ces photographies au Dr Cléek de Vienne, mais cette autorisstion n'est dounde
que pour 1*étude ot non pour la publication. Vaué voudrez biem faire savoir
cela & M, le Dr Clilgk.
Veuillez agrier, cher Honsieur, 1'expression de mes sentiments 1las
rius distinguése
Le Conservateur en chef, =
£

% Moneleur Alan “Surroughg
Hayvard University
Fogg Art lMuseum
Corbrigges ( Mass )
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