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The Directeur,
Musée Royal des Beaux erts de Belgigue,
Musée de Peinture anclenne €l galerie de sculptures,
Rue de 1la Regence,
BRUXELLE 3.

&ar Sir,

The resgults I have been sble 1o oblain from the examination of
the two samples that I took from the picture by Brueghel and by Peter
Brueghel respectively do noi prove very satisfactory. As it 18 s mattier
of congiderable interest to settle when the thange was made from preparing
panels with gesso to preparing ihem with an oil priming, I am posting to
you o case of 1little sample %ubes. TYou will find that each tube hds a
number stamped upon it, and if you tould give me two or three samples
of the priming of each pleture 1 would be very much obliged. You will

remember that all that is necessary is to press the little tube against

’he surface of the picture with a screwing motion and then withdraw.

I am,
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Bruxelles, le 3 septembre 1927, &)

Monsieur Laurie, ‘

|
d*ai 1*honneur de vous faire paprvenir par le
|

. N . = " PN
memea courrier la peliite hoille awvee lee prelevements que
4
Vvoug nous avez demandes.

Les tubes n® I st 2 renferment des prelévements
( samples ) pris =su n® 680 de notre colleection ; Bruegel
B 24 J7¢17 le Vieux ( the Klder ) " Dénombrement de Hethléem ", Le
; n® I renferme une parcelle minime d*une couleur foncée,
le n® 2 une coulsur clairse, 4
|

lLes samples-tubes n® 5, 4 et b renferment des
prélavements ( s=mples ) pris an n® 8I de noire galerie 3
Tl P9 - P. Brusgel le Jeune ( the Younger ) " Dénowmbrement de
Pethldem ", Le n® 3 renferme une couleur bhrune. lLe n® 4
une eculesur blanche, ke n° 5 une eoulenr grise.

J'espére que ces prélivemsnts pourront vous !
suffire pour fixer définitivement les historiens de 1‘ars !
sur la question du moment ol 1'on = commenece 2 chenger
la préparstion des panneaux - du " gesso " a 1' ¥ old
priming ".

Lors de voire visite au kuséde Apcien de Bru=
xelles, vous wous etesg servi de fortes lunettes avee '
verre Leiss. Nous désirerions nous en procurer de pareils |
7 : les pour nos examens et recherches, Vous seriez tout & '
f2it aimable en voulant bien me donner soit la recetie |
que nous psrmettrait de lee faire sexécuter ici, soit le -
nom de vobre fournlisseur ot le prix de! e¢st instrument, |

Veuillez agreer, Monsieur, 1'assurance de mes
sentiments distinguéds.

Le Conservateur en chef,
Professeur Léo Van Puyvelde.
4 Monsieur A.P. Laurie
Profesmor

Heriot=Watt College

Bdinburg. ( Angleterre ).
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Professeur 150 Van Puyvelde,
Musee Royal des BF&LX Arts de Belgique,
s RUXELDLE S.
Dear Professcr Van Puyvelde,

I have now examined the samples whieh you sent me and
unfortunately, in so far as they go, they do not justify the
theory that in about 1600 gesso was replaced by white lead in oil
and that with the change there was an alteration in the crackle.

neral statement may be true but it does not apply to the
articular pictures of which you have sent me samples.

To deal first with Brueghel the younger, his picture is
painted on a gessc of whitening so that the absence of character-
-istic erackle is not due to a change in the nature of the ground.
The elder Brueghel is also painted on a gesso of whitening but
has one peculiarity. It contains a certain amount of lead com-
pound which might be due to one or two causes = the mixing in of
a little boiled oil with his whitening and glue or the mimiture

of a little white lead with his whitening. It therefore differs

very /




2
very definitely from the gessc of the younger Brueghel.

It is eviden®t that this whole guestion of the nature of
the ground used at that period requires a careful enquiry. It is
alsc important %o note that the absence of crackle is not & proof
that the picture is not painted on gessc, Probably the methed
of preparation of the gess¢ has more to do with the presence cr
absence of crackle. You will see, therefore that the result of
the chemical tests is so far negative, and does not bear out the
views of the experts that the absence or presence of crackle

enables you to tell the nature of the groynd, and that the later

alnters replace gesso by white lead in oil.
Wk

An exhaustive eXamination of the ground of 15th and
16th gentury pictures would prebably yield some very interesting
results. It may also be that the presence of a little white
lead in the gessoc of the elder Brueghel is characteristic either
of himself or of the peri®d and so might prove of value in
settling dates and attributions.

A more exhaustive enguiry would be necessary before we
gould generalise.

I am,

Yours faithfully,
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Bruxe lles, le 20 scptembre 1U27.

Cher Colldgue,

J*ai bien regu votre lnttr¢ du I2 septembre par
laquelle vous z2vez bien voulu acceéder 4 ma demande el
me donner des renseignemsnts sur votre examen conc@rnant
1a préparation des tablesux de FPeter Lrue&e] 1'Ancien et
le Jeune, j \

G'gat avec le plus grand plaieir et avec beaus
coup d*intéret que j'ai lu auseil votre lﬂttre au Times
du 13 septembre 1927, Jal Joujours considéré le tableau
du Dr Delporte " The Bird Trap " comme suthent ique, noe
nobastant les affirmations de lir Roger IFry, Je suie heus
raux de constater que votre examen mmcro&Qoplque COrrom
hore cette fagon de voir, 5
el

Veuillez, je voue prie, cher llonaieur, agréer
avec mes sinceres remsre ments 1° naauranee de ms collaboe-
ration toute dévoués pour vos studes et 1 exprasqien de
mes asentiments bien disting uns. _ ! |

Le bonnmrvat%ur en chef,

Professeur Ldo Van Puyvelde,

donsieur le Professor A.P. laurie

jeriot Watt College ‘ :

Bdinburg. ( England ).




Bruxelles, le 22 septombre 1927,

Cher Monsieup,

Voilel que votre tres intéressante letire parue
i dans le " Times " sur le tableau de Bruegel l1'Ancien @
" La Trappe & 1'cisean " fait son tour de la presae hele
50«
J2 wvous fnias parvenir des coupures de journaux
qui en traitent,
Veuillez agréer, cher ilonsisur, 1l'expression
de mes sentinents distinggés.

Le Conservateur en chef,

! "'F‘Q

8 Monsieur le Professeuy A.P. Laurie

Heriot Vatt College ‘

Hdinburg., ( Englend, ).




